AQ                                                                   Disraeli

Grey to attain the same end? That noble's influence. When
two persons can so materially assist each other, why are they
not brought together?" Deliberately he set out to discover
a powerful and stupid nobleman and then to undertake his
conquest through flattery. The powerful and stupid noble-
man was found, in the person of the Marquis of Carabas.
Vivian succeeded in convincing this latter of the necessity of
forming a Carabas party and becoming Prime Minister,
Vivian had no doubts regarding success: "For it was one of
the first principles of Mr. Vivian Grey that everything was
possible. Men did fail in life, to be sure ... but still all
these failures might be traced to a want of physical and
mental courage. , . . Now Vivian Grey was conscious that
there was at least one person in the world who was no craven
either in body or in mind, and so he had long come to the
comfortable conclusion, that it was impossible that his
career could be anything but the most brilliant." Having
thus modelled his hero after his own image, D'Israeli, not
without lucid severity, made him run on the rocks, the
victim of intrigue and his own blundering, and sent him off,
bruised and wounded, to travel in foreign lands in an attempt
to forget.

The book was finished in four months, before the author
was twenty-one, and unbeknown to his family. The work
was far'from being devoid of qualities. Everything that
D'Israeli had been able to observe for himself, Vivian's
youth, his father and the school, was all truthful and living.
The tone was sarcastic; a penetrating critic could have
detected the influence of Voltaire, and that of Swift. The
conversations were made up from those he had heard at
Murray's and at Sir Walter Scott's. The parts of original
invention were rather childish.

The D'Israelis were neighbours of a certain barrister,
Mr. Austen, whose wife, a cultivated, witty and very pretty